
808825298 

November 1 2 ,  1979 79-RF-2464 

Mr r W. Ccan 
DOE, RFAO 

NPDES PERMIT APPLICATIOti FOR DAMS A-4, 8-5 and C-2 

Enclosed a r e  copies  of the  permit app l i ca t ion  f o r  Dams A-4, 
5-5 a n d  C-2 (d ischarge  005, 006 a n d  007 r e spec t ive ly )  

The EPA suggested l i m i t s  f o r  pH and nonvo la t i l e  suspended 
s o l i d s  
l i m i t s  
the pH w i l l  vary  a n d  exceed a value of nine when the re  i s  
a lgae growth, 
RFAO o n  nonvo la t i l e  suspended s o l i d s  i n  o t h e r  ponds suggests 
t h a t  \ / ]de  v a r i a t i o n  wi l l  be experienced,  w i t h  most values  
g r e a t e r  than the  EPA proposed l i m i t  

There was some question concerning the method used f o r  our 
d a t a ,  
mental Analysis group contacted Bob Shankland t o  confirm 
the  ana lys i s  method He s t a t e d  t h a t  the  method vas from 
"Standard Methods for the Examination of Waters a n d  Waste- 
water ,"  14th Edi t ion ,  p, 95, 208E, T h i s  i s  the  method t h a t  
was used by our B u i l d i n 9  E181 General Laboratory f e r  the  d a t a  
whlch was presented a t  the September 17 review w t h  PFAO 
C u r i n g  t h i s  conversat ion w t h  Bob Shankland, he s t a t e d  t h a t  
he was w i l l i n g  t o  cons ider  a l i m i t  g r e a t e r  t h a n  30 rtisil for 
nonvola t i le  suspended s o l i d s  However, u n t i l  we have operat ' lng 
experience i t  w i l l  be very d i f f i c u l t  to  agree t o  any I i m i  t 

On October 18, R L Henry and B IlcCord, Bldg 881 Laboratory,  
v i s i t e d  the Region Y I I I  E P A  Support Laboratory They d e t e r -  
mined t h a t  the  E P A  Laboratory does not use the  method c i t e d  
by Bob Shankland They comnonly meqsure n o n f i l t e r a b l e  
suspended solids a f t c r  heating to 103 to  105°C but not a f t c r  
v o l a t i l i z a t i o n  a t  500°C 
compliance ana lys ig  f o r  permits throughout Region V I 1 1  
t h i s  information,  i t  appears l i k e l y  t h a t  none of t he  permits 
i n  Region YIII included the type of l i m i t  suggested by Bob 

We have no h i s t o r i c a l  da ta  t o  support  the  proposed 
Operating experience on o t h e r  ponds has shown t h a t  

Also, t h e  d a t a  presented on September 1 7  t o  

On October 17 ,  1979, R. L, Henry from the Environ- 

This E P A  Laboratory does enforcement 
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For these  reasons ,  note t h a t  Sec t ion  26 of these  permit 
appl ica t ions  suggest  a compromise t h a t  I S  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  
the current  permit for  Pond C-1 (discharge 003) whlch a l s o  
i s  used f o r  discharge of sur face  runoff 

I t  i s  proposed t h a t  the  permit f o r  discharge l o c a t i o n s  005,  
006 and 007 include monitoring and report ing requirements 
f o r  pH and suspended s o l i d s  without any at tendant  l i m i t s  

For your information, enclosed i s  page 32912,  Federal R e g i s t e r ,  
Vol 4 4 ,  No 1 1 1 ,  Thursday, June 7 ,  1979,  This Federal 
Regis ter  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  EPA could modify o r  revoke the  
suggested new permits f o r  the  reasons c i t e d  
used as ra t iona l  by RFAO to  convince the EPA t h a t  a permit 
without l i m i t s  s t i l l  g ives  them control  I f  they b e l i e v e  
t h a t  data whlch would be provided under the  new permit shows 
t h a t  the  permitted discharge poses a t h r e a t  t o  human hea l th  
o r  w e l f a r e ,  then they would have the regulatory power t o  
revoke the permit ( p a r t  122 .3 ,  Sec t ion  C and D,  par t  4)  

This could be 

Please  c a l l  me i f  you need further  information a b o u t  t h i s  
appl ica t ion  o r  the sediment basins  t h a t  a r e  b e i n g  considered 
for  each dam, 

nuk UL. 
T R. C r i t e s ,  Manager 
E i v i  ronmental Sc iences  
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